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WHAT’'S UP WITH TLAW?

Working together . . . being toring, and sharing information.
supportive . . . having a balancedPart of this mission should be
lifestyle. These are great ideas achieved by interaction with the
and aspirations, but often our  other women’s Bar associations
lives are so hectic that we do nothroughout the state—LAW
devote time to achieving them. (Marion Griffin), LAW (Anne
How do we find time to do it all Schneider), AWA, ETLAW,

with our jobs, family, friends, FAME, and SETLAW. How-
church, and community activities@ver, even though these associa-
| do not have all the answers, antlons are represented on TLAW’s
the answers are not the same foboard of directors, there has been
everyone, but | know that to leadlittle interaction between TLAW
healthy lives we need to strive and the other associations. In the
toward these goals. Part of the coming months, the TLAW board
solution lies in organization and will explore ways TLAW and the
part lies in deliberately setting  other associations can support one
aside time for others and our-  another and collaborate on vari-
selves—not just responding to  ous projects. If you have any sug-
what is happening at the momengestions on what we can do,
please contact any TLAW board
For the past year TLAW has em-smember or our Executive Direc-
phasized the importance of maintor, Lisa Smith.
taining a balanced life. We are
continuing to focus on this goal. In addition to working with our
We also want to stress the imporsister Bar associations, TLAW
tance of supporting and working plans to partner with the TBA'’s
with one another professionally itYyoung Lawyer Division on its
our Bar organizations. TLAW Voter Awareness Project. Sherri
was formed in large part to pro- DeCosta is the TBA YLD mem-
vide and promote opportunities ber on TLAW’s board and she has
for professional advancement, been working with the YLD Voter
mutual support and encourage- Awareness Committee to produce
ment, and fellowship for women a power point presentation about

through educational events, men- (President’s Column Continued on page 7)
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Marcia McMurray
TLAW PRESIDENT

Marcia graduated from received her J.D. from Vanderbilt in 1988 and practices in Cleve-
land, Tennessee, with primary interests in estate planning, estate administration and busi-
ness organizations. She is on the board of directors for The Boys and Girls Club of Cleve-
land, Inc., Community Foundation of Cleveland and Bradley County, Inc., and the board of
trustees for Cleveland State Community College Foundation.

Marcia is former chairperson of the board for the Cleveland/Bradley Chamber of Com-
merce and has also served for several years as a fund distribution committee chairman for United Way of
Bradley County, Inc.

Marcia attends St. Luke's Episcopal Church and in her leisure time, enjoys gardening and reading.

Barbara Zoccola
TLAW VICE PRESIDENT

Barbara graduated from the University of Missouri, with a Bachelor of Journalism and
Bachelor of Arts in political science, 1983. In 1986 she earned her juris doctor from Wash-
ington and Lee University. She is an Assistant United States Attorney in Memphis and prac-
tices bankruptcy law. Barbara is currently president of the Memphis Bar Foundation; Past
president of Memphis Bar Association; Past president of Association for Women Attorneys
and Past president of Tennessee Bar Association Young Lawyers Division. She is currently
Grading Assistant on Tennessee Board of Law Examiners. She is a past hearing panel member for Tennes-
see Board of Professional Responsibility. She was awarded the Sam Meyer Award by Memphis Bar Asso-
ciation for outstanding young lawyer as well as the Marion Griffin-Francis Loring Award from Association for
Women Attorneys. She is married to Will Zoccola and they have two children, Maria, 14, Tommy, 11. In her
spare time she enjoys running, biking and swimming!

Jackie Dixon
TLAW IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Jackie was admitted to the Tennessee bar in 1986 after graduating from the University
of Tennessee School of Law that year. She attended Emory & Henry College and gradu-
ated from Carson-Newman College with a B.S. in Business Administration in 1981.

Jackie has practiced law in Nashville for more than twenty years and is a shareholder
in the firm of Hollins, Wagster, Weatherly & Raybin, P.C. In 2003, she became a Tennes-
see Supreme Court Rule 31 Family Mediator. Her practice is focused in the areas of civil
litigation, personal injury, wrongful death, domestic relations, probate and mediation.

Jackie is active in several bar associations. She is currently the immediate past-president of Tennessee
Lawyers’ Association for Women. She serves on the Board of Governors of the Tennessee Bar Association.
She is the Nashville Bar Association’s delegate to the American Bar Association House of Delegates. She is
a former president of the Nashville Bar Association Young Lawyers Division, the TBA Young Lawyers Divi-
sion, and the Lawyers Association for Women.
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LINDA KNIGHT
TLAW TREASURER

Linda is an attorney at the Nashville, Tennessee law firm of Gullett, Sanford, Robinson
& Martin, PLLC, where her practice areas include bankruptcy law, commercial law and liti-
gation, and general business law. She has experience in both business and consumer
bankruptcies, representing parties such as secured and unsecured creditors, committees,
debtors, trustees, defendants in avoidance actions and other bankruptcy litigation, and pur-
chasers of assets. She is also experienced in non-bankruptcy workouts. Ms. Knight defends title insurance
claims in and out of court. She is a frequent producer of, and speaker at, continuing legal education pro-
grams.

Linda is a past President of TLAW and is a member of LAW. She is a member of the Tennessee Ethics
Commission. From 1998 to 2004, she sat on the 21-member Tennessee Economic Council on Women, cre-
ated by the Tennessee legislature in 1997 and composed of members appointed by the Governor and the
Speakers of the House and Senate, and was Secretary during her entire tenure. She also served on the
board of the Foundation affiliated with the Council.

Linda earned her B.A. degree, cum laude, from Vanderbilt University and J.D. degree, magna cum
laude, from Cumberland School of Law.

Donna Roberts
TLAW Corresponding Secretary

Donna practices law in the Nashville office of Stites & Harbison, PLLC. She concen-
trates her practice in the areas of business litigation and employment law. In addition to
sitting on the board of TLAW, she also sits on the boards for Lawyers Association for
Women, Marion Griffin Chapter, and Court Appointed Special Advocates. Donna is a
graduate of Vanderbilt University and Pepperdine School of Law. She and her hus-
band, Stephen Roberts, recently welcomed the birth of their first child, son Van.
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% TLAW MEMBERS APPLY FOR COURT VACANCIES %

A CRISTI EILEEN SCOTT, C LERK & M ASTER, DAVIDSON COUNTY CHANCERY COURT A
YA has applied for the vacancy on the bench of the 20th Judicial District ChangeCourt A

A left by the appointment of Richard Dinkins to the Tennessee Court of ppeals. 4
. MARY ASHLEY (MARSH) NICHOLS, Davidson County Circuit Cour t Special
2 March 21, 2008, after 25 years of service. @
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\_ Master, has applied for the vacancy on the bench of the 5th ©€uit Court. Judge
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Walter Kurtz has decided to take “Senior Judge Status” and wilbe stepping down
In Re TLAW Winter 2008
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Pat Moskal
Representative of LAW, Marion Griffin Chapter

Pat is a Member of the law firm Boult, Cummings, Conners & Berry, PLC, where she
has practice law since 1985 and has served as the Chair of the Litigation Section for seven
years. Pat has extensive litigation experience in state and federal courts and before numer-
ous administrative agencies. Her primary areas of practice include state and local tax litiga-
tion, business and commercial litigation, class actions, contract litigation, shareholder and
partnership disputes, employment litigation, insurance litigation, real property litigation, gov-
ernment contracts and bid protests, and municipal law.

Pat is the current President of the Lawyers’ Association for Women, Marion Griffin Chapter. She is listed
in The Best Lawyers in America® 2008 for tax law. She has served as a Hearing Committee Member for the
Board of Professional Responsibility of the Tennessee Supreme Court and also has served as a member of
the Civil Justice Reform Act Advisory Group for the United States District Court for the Middle District of Ten-
nessee (1995-1996). Pat is a Fellow in the Nashville Bar Foundation and was a former member of the Harry
Phillips American Inn of Court (1994-96). She is a member of the Nashville, Tennessee and American Bar
Associations.

Kristi Rezabek
Representative of LAW, Ann Schneider Chapter

Kristi is employed as the Staff Attorney for the Western Section of the Tennessee Court
of Appeals in Jackson, Tennessee. Previously, she was employed by the Department of
Children’s Services as Regional General Counsel for the Northwest Region of Tennessee.
Ms. Rezabek received a B.S. in Business Administration from the University of Tennessee at
Martin and earned her Juris Doctor with Honors from Memphis State University in 1993. While in law school,
she served on the Memphis State University Law Review as Notes Editor. She is a member of the Jackson-
Madison County Bar Association and is currently the President of the Anne Schneider Chapter of the Law-

Debra House
ETLAW Representative

Deb is the Central Region Associate Director with Legal Aid of East Tennessee
where she has practiced poverty law for 19 years. Deb is also a Family Law mediator
with specialized training in domestic violence and is part of a training consortium to train
mediators in the legal aspects of domestic violence. Deb is a member of the Knox
County and Tennessee Bar Associations and serves as chair of the TBA Access to Jus-
tice Committee as well as on the executive councils of the Family Law and Juvenile and
Children’s Law sections. In addition, Deb is the Chair of the Board of Directors of the
Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services. Deb received her BS degree from Western Michi-
gan University and her law degree from The University of Tennessee College of Law where she serves as an
adjunct professor teaching a course in negotiation and alternative dispute resolution.
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Markeisha Savage
West Tennessee Director at Large

Markeisha is a Staff Attorney in the Family Law/Domestic Violence Unit at Memphis
Area Legal Services, Inc. She is a 2005 graduate of the Cecil C. Humphrey’'s School of
Law at the University of Memphis. While in law school, Markeisha was a member of the
National Mock Trial Team and a staff writer for the Tennessee Journal of Practice and
Procedure. As a Tennessee Bar Association member, Markeisha served as the former
YLD CLE City Chairperson for Memphis. She is also a member of the Memphis Bar Association and the Ben
Jones Chapter of the National Bar Association.

Judge Sharon Lee
East Tennessee Director at Large

Sharon attended Vanderbilt University, graduated from the University of Tennessee College
of Business with high honors in 1975 and graduated from the University of Tennessee Col-
lege of Law in 1978.

Sharon maintained a law practice in Monroe County, TN from 1978 until she was ap-
pointed to the Tennessee Court of Appeals in 2004. While in private practice, she served as County Attorney
for Monroe County, City Attorney for Madisonville and Vonore, served as City Judge for Madisonville and
was a Rule 31 Family Mediator. She was inducted into the Million Dollar Advocates Forum by virtue of ob-
taining verdicts in excess of one million dollars for injured clients.

Sharon is a member of the Tennessee Bar Foundation, serves in House of Delegates for the Tennessee
Bar Association, Director for the Tennessee Lawyers Association for Women, President of the East Tennes-
see Lawyers Association for Women, and a member of the Board of Directors for the Boys and Girls Club of
the Monroe County area. Judge Lee was appointed to the Tennessee Court of Appeals in June, 2004,
elected in August, 2004 and reelected for an 8 year term in August, 2006.

Sherri DeCosta
TBA YLD Representative

Sherri was born in West Warwick, Rhode Island,. She now practices in Maryville, Tennes-
see at the law firm of Kizer & Black Attorneys, PLLC. Ms. DeCosta graduated from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee College of Law with her Doctor of Jurisprudence, magna cum laude, in
2003. She earned her Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, magna cum laude,
from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte in 2000, with a major in finance.

Sherri is a member of the Blount County, Knoxville, Tennessee, and American Bar Associations and cur-
rently serves as Secretary for the Blount County Bar Association and serves as the Tennessee Law Associa-
tion for Women'’s delegate to the Tennessee Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division. Ms. DeCosta is also
a member of the Knoxville Estate Planning Council and serves on the Board of the Blount County Chamber
Foundation. Her practice areas include Estate Planning, Probate & Administration, Elder Law, and Nonprofit
Corporations.
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MARY JO MIDDLEBROOKS HONORED
AT TENNESSEE BAR FOUNDATION DINNER
JANUARY 2008

SEVERAL TLAW MEMBERS CONGRATULATED MARY JO MIDDLEB ROOKS
ON HER INDUCTION AS A FELLOW IN THE TENNESSEE BAR F OUNDATION

ETLAW
KICKS OFF NEW YEAR WITH CLE
CONDUCTED BY
DANIA LEATHERMAN & BEN ALEXANDER, CPA
“TENNESSEE ASSET PROTECTION TRUSTS”

The East Tennessee Lawyers' Association for Women kicked off the New Year with a CLE program
conducted by member Dania Leatherman and Ben Alexander, CPA on Tennessee Asset Protection
Trusts. Over 20 members enjoyed the informative program. Newly elected officers for 2008 are
Judge Sharon Lee, President; Mary Abbot, President -elect; Rebecca Franklin, Secretary; Betty
James, Treasurer; Donna Holt, Program Chair; Karen Crutchfield, Membership Chair; Debra House,
ETLAW Rep. to TLAW Board; and Heather Anderson, ETLAW Rep. to IOLTA Grant Review Com-
mittee. During 2008, the ETLAW board plans to continue its excellent monthly CLE programs, dis-
tribute an updated membership directory, co-sponsor an event with UT Law Women and sponsor a
luncheon honoring the Tennessee Supreme Court and an outstanding woman who has advanced
the cause of justice in the East Tennessee area. ETLAW meets on the 3rd

Wednesday of each month at noon at Chesapeake’s in Knoxville.
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TBA/YLD GETS INVOLVED WITH
VOTER AWARENESS

The Tennessee Bar Association’s Young Lawyer’s Division (“YLD")
is getting involved through its Voter Awareness Committee. YLD President
Jason Long charged the committee with reaching Tennessee’s newest vot-
ers, high school students who will be eighteen by this year's U.S. Presiden-
tial election, to motivate them to participate in the election process. TLAW'’s
representative to the YLD, Sherri L. DeCosta, reports that the Voter
Awareness Committee is putting the finishing touches on a Powerpoint®
presentation that will be rolled out to the YLD website in mid-February. The
Committee will then send contact letters to every high school in the state
informing them of the ability to download the presentation for classroom dis-
cussion and the opportunity to have a local attorney visit the classroom to
discuss the presentation and the voting process. The presentation is strictly
non-partisan and provides information about how and when to register, the
importance of voting and lists website information for websites that provide
information about the candidates, including the website addresses for the
major Presidential candidates in both the Democratic and Republican par-
ties. As the Committee receives requests for live presentations, volunteers
will be needed throughout the State. For more information or to volunteer to
visit a school in your area, please contact Sherri L. DeCosta at (865) 980-

TLAW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
SUSAN BAKER

Where | work : Regions Bank in Nashville. | manage the Advisory Services
Group in the corporate trust department. I've been with Regions for four
years, and began working in corporate trusts in 1985 at Third National Bank.
What | like about my job: | enjoy the challenge of doing work-outs.

Where | grew up: | grew up in East Tennessee, Blount County, where |
lived until 1985 before moving to Nashville.

Education : East Tennessee State University, Political Science Major, 1981;
Nashville School of Law, 1993

Family/Pets : Married, with one daughter, Emily Grace, a First grader at
Davidson Academy, 5 Cats.

Why | joined TLAW: I've been a long time TLAW member. | joined to net-
work with other attorneys, especially given that | am not in the private practice
setting. TLAW provides me much needed opportunity to network with other
women lawyers.

One issue that is extremely important to me: Providing quality education
for everyone should be one of Tennessee's highest priorities. | would like to
see the lottery money available for all levels of education.

One of my favorite pieces of advice:  Always do the right thing!

How | stay healthy and happy : | am a member of Curves, where | go to

work out and to relieve stress. Eating healthy and exercising goes a long way
toward maintaining mental fithess as well as physical fitness.

(President’s Column continued from page 1)
the election process, which will
be posted on the TBA YLD web
site. Letters will be sent to all
Tennessee high schools about t
availability of the program, with
an offer to send a lawyer to the
school to present the program tq
the students—this spring and ne
fall. TLAW has volunteered to
ask its members to assist with tf
presentations. Thus, we will be
asking our members to help witl
the presentations when request
are made in their areas of the
state.

Our annual meeting and CLE
committees are working hard or
plans for the upcoming annual
meeting and CLE programs to Q
held on June 12 and 13 in Gal
burg this year You will receive
more information later, but plea
mark your calendars now and
plan to attend. You will experi-
ence great fellowship and have
the opportunity to become more
involved in TLAW as well as eal
CLE credit.

As you can tell, we have lots of
plans and want to increase TLA
activities and its influence. As

always, we need patrticipation b
our members and we need new,
members. Please encourage of
ers (women and men) to join
TLAW, and let us know how you
want to be involved.
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WHY JOIN TLAW?

In addition to providing important networking opportunities and pro-
moting collegiality amongst its members across the state, TLAW is
devoted to women's issues. Please share TLAW's goals with others
and encourage membership!

Committed to promoting the full participation of women lawyers in the
rights, privileges and benefits of the legal profession, TLAW seeks to
provide and promote opportunities for professional advancement, mu-
tual support and encouragement and fellowship through educational
events, mentoring, and sharing information. TLAW also strives to im-
prove the visibility and image of women lawyers with members of the
public, members of government, and members of the legal profession
by working to increase the number of women serving on the bench,
increasing the awareness and involvement of members of the judici-
ary in organizations for women lawyers on issues affecting women,
increasing the number of women teaching in continuing legal educa-
tion events, and increasing the degree and level of participation by
women in other groups of lawyers.

To Join TLAW, visit our website, http://www.tlaw.org or call Lisa
Smith, TLAW Executive Director, 615-385-5300.

Feeling overwhelmed? TLAP can help.

With our continued focus on health and wellness, TLAW wants to
remind its members of the wide range of services offered by TLAP. If you
are concerned about yourself or about a partner, associate, colleague,
bar applicant, law student or judge, help is available through TLAP. In
addition to alcohol and drug abuse, TLAP services address a range of
health and personal issues, such as stress/burnout, marital/family prob-
lems, depression, compulsive gambling, eating disorders, sexual compul-
sivity, old age/senility.

When you call TLAP, you can be sure that complete confidentiality
will be maintained. By virtue of Rule 33 of the Rules of the Supreme Court
of Tennessee, all communications with TLAP are confidential and mem-
bers of TLAP are relieved of their duty to report ethical violations discov-
ered as a result of their TLAP work. This means that any misconduct or
ethical violation discovered or revealed to a member of TLAP will not be
reported to any disciplinary board.

Call toll free at (877) 424-8527 or visit www.tlap.org for more infor-
mation.

In Re TLAW is a quarterly publication of the TLAW.
To submit items for the Spring 2008 issue, contact Donna L. Roberts,
email Donna.Roberts@ Stites.com

TLAW Board of Directors
2007-2008

President
Marcia McMurray

President-Elect
Barbara Zoccola

Recording Secretary
Valerie Epstein

Treasurer
Linda Whitlow Knight

Corresponding Secretary
Donna Roberts

Immediate Past President
Jackie Dixon

Middle TN Director
Amy Hollars

East TN Director
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West TN Director
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ETLAW Representative
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